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To the Honourable the Commons of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, in Parliament assembled. 

r P^HE Commissioners of Irish Fisheries, in pursuance of the directions con- 
X tained in the 46th section of the Act of the 59th Geo. 3, c. 109, present 
the following Report of their Proceedings for the year ending 5th April 1821, being 
the Fishery of 1820. 

IN consequence of the number of adventurers who had embarked in the Fisheries 
for the season of 1820, the Commissioners, as well for the convenience and advan- 
tage of the trade, as the advancement of an object of such national importance, 
deemed it necessary to form three additional stations, namely, Balbriggan, former- 
ly included under Dublin; Valentia, formerly included under Baltimore; and 
Cove, formerly included under Kinsale. And having applied to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant to appoint officers for the same, his Excellency was pleased to accede to 
their request, and officers were appointed accordingly. 

In order, however, to make the appointments of local inspectors as beneficial to 
the public as possible, the Commissioners have determined that those officers shall 
not consider their personal attendance as. confined to one particular part of their 
station or district, but must be ready to proceed to any place in such district, where 
fish are cured for bounty, on receiving the fish-curer’s notice to that effect. 

The Commissioners have also directed, that a sum not exceeding ten guineas 
annually shall be paid to each inspector, as an allowance for keeping a public and 
regular office in such town of their respective districts, as has been pointed out for 
their general residence : that such an arrangement will afford considerable facilities 
to fish-curers, masters of vessels, proprietors of small boats, and other persons 
in connexion with the officers of the establishment. 

In order to acquire correct information of every local circumstance connected 
with the minor districts, into which the coasts of this country have been divided, 
the Commissioners have directed their inspectors general to make an annual 
inspection of the provincial districts allotted to superintendence of each. The 
first tour of inspection has been already made, the purport of which was to report 
to the Board “ The number of bays, harbours and creeks in each of the minor 
districts or stations comprehended within their respective provincial districts ; 
together with the number of fishing vessels belonging to each harbour, bay and 
creek, their description, tonnage, number of men, and on what fishery employed ; 
what market is supplied from each harbour, bay or creek, with fish ; the state of 
the roads to such market ; whether fish are exported salt or fresh, and to what place; 
and the name of the headlands or points by which such harbour, &c. is formed, 
and whether natural or constructed. Also, a description of the islands in each 
minor district, whether inhabited, and how the inhabitants support themselves; 
whether any vessels not Irish come into the district to fish, and from whence; their 
description and mode of fishing ; also such further information under the head of 
. 646. . A general 
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general observations, as may be useful for the Board to know. From this regula- 
tion the Commissioners expect to acquire not only a general, knowledge ot the 
annual state and progress of the Fisheries of Ireland, but a particular knowledge of 
their advancement imeacfi subdivision or station, over which a local inspector is 
placed. 

The Commissioners being also of opinjon tjhat a general survey of the coasts of 
Ireland would essentially contribute to the advancement of the object of their 
guardianship, were induced to apply to the Lord Lieutenant to appoint an engineer 
for that purpQ.se, with instructions to .make “ a general survey of the coasts of Ire- 
land; to report the state of the harbours or places of shelter along the coast, the 
most advantageous sites for fishing stations, and the most useful lines for communi- 
cation between tin? principal harbours an.d interior of the country, through the moun- 
tainous districts.” And his Excellency being pleased to accede to such application, 
an engineer was appointed accordingly, who is now engaged in the execution of that 
duty, and from whose report, when the survey is completed, the Commissioners hope 
to derive such useful information as will greatly assist their future proceedings. A 
considerable part of this survey has already been effected, comprising an extent of 
coast reaching from Sligo Bay to the Lough of Belfast, and they expect a still greater 
portion will be accomplished in the course of the present summer. 

In consequence of the tip'bulept disposition manifested by the fisfoerinen residing 
in many parts of the coasts cjf this CQUiffpy, and Particularly the western coasts, the 
Commissioners were induced to apply to the Lords of the Admiralty for an armed 
vessel, pursuant to the 54th section of the 59th Geo. 3, c. 109; and their Lord- 
ships having appointed His Majesty’s gun-brig “Plumper,” commanded by Lieu- 
tenant William Hutchison, for the protection of the Fisheries, her arrival in this 
country was duly notified to the Board by Rear Admiral Sir Josias Rowley, com- 
manding at Cove. The presence of this armed vessel in the bay of Galway, effec- 
tually subdued 1 that turbulent spirit on the part of the fishermen, which had hitherto 
resisted every effort to suppress it, and the most prosperous Fishery has been the 
consequence. As a proof of the important benefits derived from the services of this 
vessel, the Commissioners beg leave to introduce into their Report an extract from 
an address of the Committee of Improvement of the town of Galway,” transmitted 
to them the 23d February 1821. 

“ We, the General Committee, of, Impro.vement of the town of Galway, com- 
prising the principal inhabitants of this town and neighbourhood, deeply sensible of 
the vast importance of the Fishery of the extensive bay of Galway, beg to convey to 
your Honourable Board the expression of general thanks for the protection lately 
afforded, by the arrival: of the Plumper gun-brig, and today before you an account 
of the present situation, the advantages atid wants of the Fishery. 

“ The paramount importance of Galway as a fishing station is readily admitted 
by a reference to the map; extending, as this station does, not only through the 
interior of this bay, within the islands of Arran, but also outside these islands, from 
Loop-Head to Sline Bay, forming a line of coast internally and externally ’ of at 
least 300 miles, inhabited by numerous tribes of fishermen, who supply the country 
around with large quantities of fish, and look to Galway as a market for their 
surplus produce. The principal fishing colony, however, is in the immediate 
vicinity of the town, and is computed to contain 500 able men and 80 boats.” 

These extraordinary advantages, onqe the source, and at present the chief 
remains of the former great trade of Galway, have for many years past proved of 
comparatively small effect, for the want of proper regulations and protection. The 
principal colony above alluded to, assumed by open violence an arbitrary control over 
the Fishery, keeping the fish at a monopoly prjee, to save their. own labour, and 
stationing boats full of young men armed with stones and clubs to destroy the nets 
and sails, and assault the persons of the most industrious fishermen who mi»ht 
attempt, to produce more fish or at different times or places than those monopolists 
tuought proper. Under such circumstances, no improvement could be expected, 
no capital embarked in the fishery : it is only surprisirig how it continued to exist. 

The arrival of : the gun-brig , has happily changed these, scenes,: the fishing 
has been extensive ; and the; monopolists finding, they could, not prevent, as. before, 
the exertions of tfie mqre iudostrious fishermen, have joined at last in a, fair com- 
petition* whieff h^ pjpdnced ,a supply of fish beyond all expectation. Three hundred 

boats. 
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boats, containing each from 10 to 20,000 herrings, have each day lined our quays; 
several vessels have been already laden with herrings ; the extensive population of 
this town and neighbourhood has been supplied most abundantly with the cheapest 
food, while all the roads and avenues for forty miles round are crowded with count- 
less hundreds of sotters and cadgers carrying the fish of Galway to the fa.rthest 
extremity of Ireland, and promoting, through the whole interior, a circulation of 
industry, money and human food, truly astonishing.” 

The Commissioners, however, feel it their duty to state, that a similar disposition 
to that which has so happily been subdued on the western coasts, still exists in manv 
parts of the northern and southern coasts of Ireland ; but the same measures which 
restored order to the former, will, they make no doubt, also tranquillize the latter, 
and ultimately subdue that spirit of monopoly and exclusion, which has heretofore 
rendered unproductive the best fishery stations on the Irish coasts. 

In adverting to the benefits resulting from the services of the Plumper gun-bri'^ 
the Commissioners cannot pass over in silence the attention so uniformly phid to 
their wishes by Rear Admiral Sir Josias Rowley, commanding at Cove ; tire 
promptitude with which he co-operated in the advancement of any particular 
object that may conduce to the welfare of an useful and thriving naHibtVdl 
establishment. 

Antecedent to the present Fishery Establishment, a practice prevailed in tli'b 
south of Ireland of curing fish with salt which had been previously used in curing 
beef and pork for export. The fish so cured was consequently of a bad quality, and 
only marketable from the prevalence of the custoin, which rendered any better de- 
scription of fish almost unknown in that quarter ; but the Commissioners have now 
the satisfaction to say, that in consequence of the encouragement held out by the 
present Fishery Laws, and the enforcement of the regulations contained therein, 
this practice has been nearly, if not altogether, discontinued, and a considerable 
quantity of prime fish are now produced for bounty in the south, very little jf at 
all inferior to that which is cured by the fishermen of the eastern coast, (distin- 
guished by the appellation of Rush Lyng, &c.) and so long proverbial in this country 
for its superior excellence. 

The Commissioners deem it expedient to recommend some further amendments 
to the Acts of the 59 Geo. 3, c. 109 ; and the 1st of Geo. 4, c. 82, by which, if 
complied with, much unnecessary delay in the formalities of outward and inward 
clearance will be done away, and the obstructions under which the fisheries of this 
country labour with respect to Irish manufactured salt, removed. 

The Commissioners have now the most sanguine hopes, that the beneficial 
intentions of the Legislature, with regard to the Irish Fisheries, will in due time be 
fully answered, and that Ireland will eventually enjoy not only an abundant supply 
for the consumption of her own population, but an export trade for the surplus of 
her fish, for which her resources are fully adequate. 

They deem it unnecessary to enter into any further detail of their proceedings, 
and therefore beg leave to present the following Accounts, for the year ending 
3 tl\ of April 1821, being for the year 1820. 

(Signed) CHA* STEWART HAWTHORNE; 

VAL. O’CONNOR. 

Irish Fishery Office, EDW D PRESTON. 

Dublin, 29 May 1821.J THO s MAC DONNELL. 

JOHN ORMSBY VANDELEUR. 

GEO. HAMILTON. 

A true copy. 

H. TOWNSEND, SecL 
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Appendix, N° l. 



AN ACCOUNT of the total Number of VESSELS cleared out of each Station for the White 
Fishery of 1820, on Tonnage Bounty ; distinguishing the Number of Tons, the Number of 
Men, and the Number of Bushels of Salt carried out. 



STATIONS. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Men. 


Bushels of Salt. 


Dublin and Balbriggan - 


9 + 


3 ’ 47 §fi 


594 


14,198 


Carlingford - 


0 


> 5 8 i 4 


36 


gGo 












Ardglass - - - 


4 


180 


2G 


880 


Belfast - 


— 


— 






Rathmullen - 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Killybegs - 


1 


1 5 hf 


5 




Westport ... - 


X 


32 


5 




Galway - - - 


1 




5 




Kilrush ... - 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Valentia - 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Bantry .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Baltimore ... - 


5 




27 


845 


Kinsale .... 


1 


6° 51 


8 


200 


Cove ----- 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Dungarvan - - - - 


8 


274 & 


58 


1,086 


Totals - - 


121 


4,335 IS 


76+ 


1 9> 10 9 



Irish Fishery Office, \ HENRY TOWNSEND, 
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Appendix, N° 2. 



AN ACCOUNT of the total Number of VESSELS entered inwards at each Station, from the 
White Fishery of 1820 ; distinguishing the Number of Tons, the Number of Men, and the 
Number of Cwt. of dried Cod, Lyng, Hake, Haddock, Glassen, and Conger Eel, landed 
from each Vessel, and marked for Bounty, with Amount of Bounty allowed thereon. 



STATIONS. 


Vessels. 


■r™. 












Cwt. of 


Cwt. of 




Cod. 


Lyng. 


Hake. 


Haddock 


Glassen. 


Eel. 


Bounty. 
























£. s. 


d. 


Dublin and \ 
Balbriggan | 


94 


3.47914 


594 


95 6 


3,234 


28 


21 


log 


865 


3,360 19 


6 


Carlingford - 


6 


1 58 4 " 


36 


23 


21 


8 


- - 




47 


35 19 


4 


Wexford - - 




— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 




Ardglass - - 
Belfast - - - 
Rathmullen - 


l 3 


127 ii 


23 


67 


46 






| * - 


35 


165 12 


— 







! 


_ 





. 





: 









Killybegs - - 


1 


1 54 ? 


5 


5 


2 


661 


- - 






32 4 


7 


Westport - - 


1 


32 


5 


29 


15 


- - 




9 


— 


— 




Galway - - - 
Kilrush - - - 


' ■ — 


: 


— 


■ 


z 


— 


— 


— 


— '■ 


— 




Valentia - - 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— - 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 




Bantry - - - 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 




Baltimore - - 


5 


”341 


27 


48 


81 


96 


'- - 




14 


163 12 




Kinsale - - - 


1 


So it 


7 


8 


10 


. 4 . 


1 


11 


— 


— 




Cove - - - - 


— 




— 




— 


— 





_ 









Dungarvan - 


8 


fl 74 « 


58 


43 


l6 


9 i 


2 


749 


2 


502 — 


4 


Totals - 


”9 


4,259 


755 


1,179 


3,425 


293 k 


24 


878 


063 


4,260 8 


G 
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